
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF OGDENSBURG

14 HIGHLAND AVE. OGDENSBURG AT 7:00PM
December 13, 2021

Mayor Hutnick called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

Mayor Hutnick led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:  Cowdrick, DeMeo, Nardini, Nasisi, Mayor Hutnick

Absent: Alvarez, Slater

Also, in attendance was Robert McBriar, Borough Attorney.

STATEMENT BY MAYOR: “Notice requirements of P.L. 1975, Open Public Meeting Act,
NJSA10:4-6 et.seq. have been satisfied with a schedule of all meetings, together with the time,
location and agenda of same being sent to the NEW JERSEY HERALD and NEW JERSEY
SUNDAY HERALD and posted on the bulletin board in the Borough Hall on January 5, 2021.”

Councilman DeMeo moved Councilman Nardini seconded motion for approval of items on the
consent agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of regular meeting minutes from November 22, 2021.
2. Approval of Resolution 81-2021 approving the agreement between Space Wild Animal

Farms Inc. for the removal of deer carcasses.
3. Approval of Resolution 83-2021 for tax overpayments to Karen Quaely, 16 Edison Ave,

Ogdensburg in the amount of $2,218.65.
4. Approval of Resolution 84-2021 permitting Borough Employees to carry over unused

vacation time accrued during 2021 to 2022 as a result of the impacts caused by Covid-19.
5. Approval of Resolution 85-2021 transfer of appropriations 2021 Municipal Budget.
6. Approval of Resolution 86-2021 authorizing and approving interlocal agreement for 911

public safety answering point communication service by and between Borough of
Ogdensburg and Sparta Township.

7. Accept for filing letter from Sussex County Municipal Utilities Authority FY2022 Rate
Schedule Effective December 31, 2021.

8. Accept for filing Sparta Township Ordinance 21-19.
9. Accept for filing letter from Lt. Jared Beatrice North Region Unit Head Office of

Emergency Management to Fire Chief Keslo regarding Emergency Operations Plan to the
State Office of Emergency Management.

10. Accept for filing letter from Michael Strada, Sheriff to Ogdensburg Fire Department
Chief Eric Slater Re: Thanking the Ogdensburg Fire Department.

11. Accept for filing letter from New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to Municipal Officials.

Upon Roll call Vote:
Yeas: Cowdrick, DeMeo, Nardini, Nasisi,
Nays: None    Absent:  Alvarez, Slater   Abstain None

Resolution 81-2021
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Ogdensburg to enter into an agreement
with Space Wild Animal Farms Inc. for the removal of deer carcasses from the municipal road
right-of-way for the fee of $31.00 per deer;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of
Ogdensburg to approve an agreement between Space Wild Animal Farm Inc. and the Borough of
Ogdensburg for removal of deer carcasses from the municipal road right a way at a fee of $31.00
per deer payable monthly through December 31, 2022.
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Resolution 83-2021
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF OGDENSBURG THAT
THE FOLLOWING REFUND BE MADE TO THE INDIVIDUAL LISTED BELOW   FOR
TAX OVERPAYMENT RECEIVED BY THE BOROUGH TAX COLLECTOR

BLOCK:           8    LOT:  7
ADDRESS:      16 EDISON AVE
OWNER:          QUAELY, KAREN

AMOUNT TO BE REFUNDED:      2218.65

MADE PAYABLE TO:   KAREN QUAELY
MAIL TO:                       16 EDISON AVE

OGDENSBURG, NJ  07439

REGINA FLAMMER
TAX COLLECTOR
NOVEMBER 23, 2021

Resolution 84-2021
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health declared a

public health emergency for the United States to aid in preventing the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020 Governor Philip D. Murphy issued Executive Order No.
(“EO”) 103 declaring a State of Emergency and Public Health Emergency in the State of New
Jersey due to the danger to public health caused by COVID-19 and its rapid spread through New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and New York; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
pandemic, which means it is an epidemic that has spread over several countries or continents and
affects a large percentage of the population; and

WHEREAS, on June 4, 2021, Governor Murphy issued EO 244 which terminated the
Public Health Emergency, but continued the State of Emergency; and

WHEREAS, local, domestic and global restrictions imposed as a result of the global
pandemic continue to substantially interfere with the ability of Borough employees to use
vacation time accrued in 2021; and

WHEREAS, Article 3 of the Employee Handbook of the Borough of Ogdensburg caps
the amount of unused vacation time that an employee can carry over to the succeeding year; and

WHEREAS, due to the continued impacts caused by COVID-19, the Borough desires to
temporarily adjust its employee vacation leave policy for 2021, as it had done previously for
2020 because of the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the foregoing, the cap applicable to vacation time shall not
apply for 2021, and Borough employees shall be permitted to carry over all unused vacation time
accrued during 2021 to 2022.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Ogdensburg, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey that the cap applicable to vacation
time set forth in Article 3 of the Employee Handbook of the Borough of Ogdensburg shall not
apply for 2021, and Borough employees shall be permitted to carry over all unused vacation time
accrued during 2021 to 2022.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to all
Borough employees after adoption of same.

Resolution 85-2021
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ogdensburg, County of
Sussex, New Jersey, that the following transfer of Appropriations (2021 Municipal Budget) in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 be and is hereby approved:

Resolution 86-2021

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ogdensburg (“Borough”) and Sparta Township
(“Township”) seek to enter into an interlocal agreement wherein the Township will provide 9-1-1
Public Safety Answering Point (“PSAP”) communication services for the Borough from January
1, 2022 through December 31, 2024; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:17C-1 et seq., all municipalities of the State of New
Jersey are required to provide telephonic access to an appropriate 9-1-1 PSAP service; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and Township are authorized by law to enter into an
agreement to provide jointly for any lawful service to and for the residents of the respective
municipalities pursuant to the Interlocal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the Borough and Township recognize that
implementing an interlocal agreement to provide 9-1-1 PSAP communication services, on a
regionalized, cost-sharing basis is in the best interest of the taxpayers of the respective
municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Ogdensburg, County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey hereby authorize and approve an
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interlocal agreement with Sparta Township for 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Point
communication services from January 1, 2022, through December 31, 2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost for said services shall be $59,591 for 2022,
$60,187 for 2023, and $60,789 for 2024 subject to annual appropriation of sufficient funds
within the Borough operating budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes Mayor and
Borough Clerk to execute the attached Interlocal Agreement between the Borough of
Ogdensburg and Sparta Township for the provision of the aforesaid services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall take effect upon the execution
of the Agreement and adoption of Resolutions by both parties as provided by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Agreement be maintained on file and
open to public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk.

ORDINANCE 13-2021

Councilman DeMeo made a motion to adopt Ordinance 13-2021 “AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE VII OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF OGDENSBURG ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATIVE FEES”. Seconded by
Councilwoman O’Dell.

Prior to final roll call Mayor Hutnick opened the meeting to the public for any comments
regarding ordinance 13-2021.

No one from the public had any comments.

Prior to final roll call Mayor Hutnick closed the meeting to the public for any comments
regarding ordinance 13-2021.

Upon Roll call Vote:
Yeas: Cowdrick, DeMeo, Nasisi,
Nays: Nardini    Absent:  Alvarez, Slater   Abstain None

RESOLUTION 82-2021

Councilwoman Cowdrick made a motion to approve resolution 82-2021 the Holiday Schedule
for 2022. Seconded by Councilman DeMeo.

Mayor Hutnick commented Martin Luther King Day is off in most towns. Is it a Federal
holiday?

Mr. McBriar commented it is Federal and that would be January 17, 2022.

Mayor Hutnick commented it is up to the Council if you want to update our Holiday Schedule.
Keep it the same or add January 17 as a holiday.

Councilman DeMeo asked Mr. McBriar how does this affect us contractually. Mr. McBriar
commented he knows the employee handbook may have to be changed if that puts us over 12, in
the paid holiday policy it provides the Borough employees are entitled up to 12 paid holidays. If
we decide to increase it we will incorporate that as part of the resolution.

Councilman Nasisi commented it just makes more work if we have to change the employee
handbook.
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Mr. McBriar commented we can amend the resolution to add Martin Luther King Jr. Day and to
amend article 3.2 of the employee handbook to increase the paid holidays from 12 to 13; then
asked would this be number 13.

Mayor Hutnick commented there is 11 on there. Mr. McBriar commented then there will not be
a change to the handbook.

Mayor Hutnick commented so we are fine.

Mr. McBriar commented the roll call will be on the amended resolution adding Martin Luther
King Jr. Day as a paid holiday.

Councilman DeMeo commented so move.  Councilwoman Cowdrick seconded.  [the change]

Upon Roll call Vote:
Yeas: Cowdrick, DeMeo, Nardini, Nasisi,
Nays: None    Absent:  Alvarez, Slater   Abstain None

Resolution 82-2021
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED to amend the holiday schedule and that the following

holidays will be observed in the Borough of Ogdensburg in 2022 and no Borough business will
be transacted on these days:

January 1st*observed December 31, 2021 ---------------------- New Year’s Day
January 17th ------------------------------------------------Martin Luther King Day
February 21st -------------------------------------------------------President’s Day
April 15th ----------------------------------------------------------------Good Friday
May 30th  -------------------------------------------------------------Memorial Day
July 4th------------------------------ ---------------------------Independence Day
September 5th -----------------------------------------------------------Labor Day
October 10th ---------------------------------------------------------Columbus Day
November 11th-------------------------------------------------------Veterans’ Day
November 24th & 25th ----------------------------------- Thanksgiving Holiday
December 23th - 26th*---------------------------------------------Christmas Recess

* If a scheduled holiday falls on a Saturday, the Friday before shall be observed as the
holiday; if a scheduled holiday falls on a Sunday, the Monday after shall be observed as
the holiday.

OLD BUSINESS

Town Notification System – Mayor Hutnick commented he and Councilman Nardini have been
working on getting a town notification system and referenced a handout with several companies
and their pricing. Again, the notification system is to notify the residents fully, all residents will
have to sign up, they will be notified of any town changes, emergency’s, water outages, etc. The
police will have access to it if they have an emergency that they need to broadcast.

Councilman Nardini commented he called Honeywell they use Nexle so Nexle and Civic live are
the two broad systems. The others just resell their services. Nexle literally goes down to the
character and explained.

There was a discussion on the length of time for a contract, different systems, cost, how many
residents that would sign up and when to start this system.

Mr. Marceau comments we can do a resolution at reorg or at the first meeting in January.

Mayor Hutnick thanked Councilman Nardini.
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Extra Duty Solutions- No update.

Water Billing Dates –
Mr. Marceau commented he talked to Tom Ferry, he said obviously it is going to affect cash flow.
He doesn’t think it is going to be all that bad. We are still going to collect the same amount of
money it is just going to be what periods are we going to collect it. So, obviously if we push it
back for the first quarter we will be a little light on money but it should all still be in by the end
of the year. What you guys need to weigh is a lot of residents send in their payments in one
envelope because they are due the same time or they stop in pay them both at the same time. It is
really up to you guys as to what you think the level of inconvenience is to the residents and then
how do we go about notifying them of the change.

Ms. Hough asked do we have to do an ordinance.

Mr. McBriar explained it would require a first and second reading.

Mayor Hutnick asked Councilman Nardini on his thought.

Councilman Nardini commented he doesn’t know; from Mike’s point are people more
comfortable paying it at once.

Mayor Hutnick commented the point of us changing the date is because if falls on the same date
and is double the work on one or two days.

Mr. Marceau commented the concern is the amount of mail maybe that is on us, maybe use this
new notification system to remind people we have free ACH and a small fee for credit card
payment.

There was a discussion on the billing cycle and how to notify the residents,

Councilwoman Cowdrick asked if we can delay this at all to give everyone a buffer as to when
this is going to happen.

Mr. Marceau commented we can certainly start it the second half of the year, we can do the first
two quarters regular.

Mayor Hutnick commented this would give us time to send out notices.

Councilwoman Cowdrick commented we have to give people notice about this.

There was a brief discussion on how to notice the residents.

Mayor Hutnick commented notice them the first half [of the year] then start it the second half.
Mayor Hutnick asked if everyone was good with that.

Mr. Marceau commented we can revisit in April.

Tank Cleaning Update – There was no update.

NEW BUSINESS

Re-Org of Council Positions – Mayor Hutnick commented we have Rachel out and Ken in [as
council members]. Mayor Hutnick commented Councilman Nardini would like to give up DPW
and stay with water. Rachel leaves as Council President; he is recommending Brenda as Council
President. You can all discuss amongst yourselves if that is a good idea. First Aid
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Commissioner we will eliminate that position since we don’t have a First Aid Squad. Fire
Commissioner which was Rachel he was going to make that Nelson so he will take the police
and fire. Road Commissioner or DPW he was looking at Alfonse and Brenda but Alfonse has
expressed some concerns over time.  If you want he can pick something else.

Councilman DeMeo commented it is up to you. His only concern is he is out of town early and
back in town late so he doesn’t know how much hands on during the day you need with them.

Mayor Hutnick commented Councilman Nardini can answer those things. Recycling and
sanitation, we are going to hand that over to Ken [Councilman elect Poyer] when he comes on
board. He will be responsible for the recycling center; make sure it gets open on Saturday which
the police always take care of that. Check to make sure it’s locked and the garbage isn’t falling
all over the ground. Check inside the dumpsters make sure things are being thrown in there that
should be. Parks and playgrounds will still be Brenda he is going to add Councilman elect Poyer
to that as well. You will work with Brenda as a team to manage the parks, ponds etc. Anthony
do you still want to keep buildings.

Councilman Nasisi commented he doesn’t like to abandon anything unless there is something
else you would like to add me to.

Mayor Hutnick commented that is fine he can add you to anything or just float and help where
ever.

Ms. Hough asked is he going to be Land Use too.

Mayor Hutnick commented yea.

Mayor Hutnick asked each Council member if they were good with their positions [for 2022].

Mayor Hutnick commented he will take on personal, he believes he can take on a position.

Mr. McBriar commented he believes so but will check that.

Mayor Hutnick commented he will also help other departments like normal.

Mayor Hutnick asked if we still have Municipal Alliance. Mr. Marceau commented we do and
explained.

Mayor Hutnick commented reorg is January 3 at 7:00pm. That is when this list will be final.

Grants – Councilman Nardini commented Mike Vreeland did follow up on Predmore; they are
keeping the existing system in order to avoid DEP. They basically said we can’t make any
modifications to the roadway. If you don’t change it you don’t need a permit if you add an
addition then you need permits. So, we are keeping DEP in New Jersey away and just replacing
then rebuilding.

Mayor Hutnick commented this is completely fine it is one of the options we can choose from.

Councilman Nardini commented then we will have to just maintain it.

Councilman Nasisi commented it originally worked when it was first constructed.

Mayor Hutnick commented yes there was also a pond there. The pond is gone with the
hurricanes. Instead of the water flowing to the pond from the mountain and back out of the pond
it just goes straight down the mountain. By doing the repairs Councilman Nardini just
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mentioned will fix it because it is all rotted out. The pipe is destroyed and the roadway is
destroyed. If we keep that path open it will flow naturally.

Councilman Nardini commented the catch basins should be finalized soon and explained.

Budget Meeting – Mayor Hutnick asked is there any days that people can’t come to the budget
meetings.  We are not going to need that many.  He is going for three.

There was a discussion on Budget Meetings. The first budget meeting will be part of the regular
meeting on the agenda for new business for Monday, January 24th, 2022.

PUBLIC SESSION
Councilman Nasisi moved, Councilman DeMeo seconded motion to open the public session of
the meeting. All were in favor.

No one from the public had any comments.

There being no further business from the public, Councilman Nasisi moved, Councilwoman
Cowdrick seconded motion to close the public session of the meeting. All were in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS
Councilman Nasisi made a motion to review payment of vouchers and departmental finance
reports.  Seconded by Councilman Nardini.

Upon Roll call Vote:
Yeas: Cowdrick, DeMeo, Nardini, Nasisi,
Nays: None    Absent:  Alvarez, Slater   Abstain None

Current

DATE CHECK
#

PAID TO AMOUNT

12/13/2021 32409 145 Media
500.00

12/13/2021 32410 Accu Weather
59.95

12/13/2021 32411 Action Data Services, Inc.
77.79

12/13/2021 32412 Allied Oil
414.61

12/13/2021 32413 Amazon
897.11

12/13/2021 32414 Athenia Mason Supply, LLC
1,017.88

12/13/2021 32415 Atlantic Communications
8.60

12/13/2021 32416 Blue Diamond Disposal, Inc.
17,775.00

12/13/2021 32417 Bullseye Calibration of NJ
135.00
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12/13/2021 32418 CenturyLink
1,121.34

12/13/2021 32419 CenturyLink
837.54

12/13/2021 32420 Complete Security Systems, Inc.
24.20

12/13/2021 32421 Emergency Equipment Sales & Service LLC
2,580.00

12/13/2021 32422 FAST Rescue Solutions, LLC
2,285.00

12/13/2021 32423 Finch Fuel Oil Co., Inc.
208.71

12/13/2021 32424 Fire Fighters Equipment Company Inc
226.80

12/13/2021 32425 Fred Yarosz Janitorial Serices LLC
403.00

12/13/2021 32426 General Code
1,195.00

12/13/2021 32427 JCP&L
698.10

12/13/2021 32428 Karen Quaely
2,218.65

12/13/2021 32429 Lumen Technologies Group
24.33

12/13/2021 32430 Michel Marceau
15.98

12/13/2021 32431 Municipal Capital
119.00

12/13/2021 32432 Ogdensburg Board of Education
212,734.00

12/13/2021 32433 Phoenix Advisors, LLC
1,050.00

12/13/2021 32434 Robin Hough
130.00

12/13/2021 32435 Schenck Price Smith & King LLP
6,186.23

12/13/2021 32436 Smith, Ken
822.61

12/13/2021 32437 Staples Business Advantage
33.95

12/13/2021 32438 Sussex County Lock & Safe
6.00

12/13/2021 32439 Thomas Dixon
44.13

12/13/2021 32440 Township of Wantage
3,333.50

12/13/2021 32441 Treasurer State of New Jersey
54.00

12/13/2021 32442 Van Cleef Engineering Assoc. LLC
217.50

12/13/2021 32443 Varcadipane Jr, William J.
1,872.00

12/13/2021 32444 Verizon Wireless
121.60

12/13/2021 32445 Wallkill Valley Regional H.S.
87,005.00

============
=
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346,454.11

Developers Escrow

DATE
CHECK
# PAID TO AMOUNT

12/13/20
21 2096

Dolan & Dolan
Esqs. 219.89

==============
=

219.89

Dog Fund

DATE
CHECK
# PAID TO AMOUNT

12/13/202
1 275

Staples Business
Advantage 15.69

12/13/202
1 276 US Postal Service 177.28

==============
=

192.97

Grant Fund

DATE
CHECK
# PAID TO AMOUNT

12/13/202
1 32446

Sussex County Municipal
Utility 292.00

=============

292.00

Payroll

DATE
CHECK
#

PAID
TO AMOUNT

12/13/202
1 1123 AFLAC 627.28

=============
==

627.28

Water Op

DATE
CHECK
#

PAID
TO AMOUNT

12/13/202
1 5174

Agra
Enviro
nment
al 1,542.00
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Servic
es

12/13/202
1 5175

One
Call
Conce
pts,
Inc. 7.15

12/13/202
1 5176

Reliabl
e
Restor
ation
Logisti
cs 1,600.00

12/13/202
1 5177

Staples
Busine
ss
Advan
tage 5.27

=============

3,154.42

There being no further business, Councilwoman Cowdrick moved, Councilman DeMeo
seconded motion to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 7:37p.m.

_________________________                                               _________________________
Robin Hough, Borough Clerk                                                  George P. Hutnick, Mayor
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